
West Virginia Independent Colleges and Universities receives renewed 
partnership from BrickStreet Foundation for its Circle of Vision 
Scholarship Program 

 
Charleston, W.Va.:  The West Virginia Independent Colleges and Universities (WVICU) received a 
$10,000 contribution from the BrickStreet Foundation, Inc.  The contribution will support WVICU’s Circle 
of Vision Scholarship Program.  This is the second straight year the BrickStreet Foundation has partnered 
with WVICU. 
 
“WVICU depends on strong partnerships with community leaders,” said Ben Beakes, executive director 
of WVICU.  “BrickStreet Foundation is a proven leader in both business and building community 
throughout West Virginia.  We are honored to have BrickStreet Foundation’s renewed partnership in 
support of our students.” 
 
The Circle of Vision Scholarship Program provides financial aid to West Virginia students who attend one 
of the eight private member-institutions of the WVICU.  Since its inception in 1997, the Circle of Vision 
Scholarship Program has awarded roughly $5,000,000 to over 3,100 West Virginia students. 
 
“BrickStreet Foundation is proud to support WVICU and its Circle of Vision Scholarship Program,” said 
Greg Burton, chairman of the BrickStreet Foundation.  “WVICU and its members has a strong tradition of 
producing quality graduates in the Mountain State.  Their impact on local communities and quality 
academic programs is a perfect fit for the BrickStreet Foundation.  We are happy to renew our 
partnership.” 
 
Private institutions have a significant impact in West Virginia.  Collectively, WVICU member-institutions 
have a $650 million annual economic impact.  They serve over 8,000 students – roughly 4,000 of which 
are West Virginians and 3,500 are first-generation college students.  Contrary to conventional thought, 
WVICU members serve the same amount, per capita, of low-income students as the state’s public 
institutions – roughly 40% of enrolled students.   
 
WVICU member institutions are performing at a high level as well.  Their four-year graduation rates are 
16% higher than state-funded institutions and the six-year graduation rates are 10% higher.  On average, 
private school students graduate 10-months sooner than students enrolled in public institutions.   
 
“West Virginia’s private colleges and universities are important to the state.” Beakes said.  “We provide 
a great service to nearly every region of West Virginia.  Our students are achieving at high levels.  To 
have the support of BrickStreet shows that we belong in the effort to move our state forward.” 
 
WVICU member-institutions are:  Alderson Broaddus University, Appalachian Bible College, Bethany 
College, Davis & Elkins College, Ohio Valley University, University of Charleston, West Virginia Wesleyan 
College, and Wheeling Jesuit University. 
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